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The Colour Card and Adobe DNG Profile Editor

This colour card can be used with the Adobe DNG Profile Editor to automatically
colour correct your reference image and create a camera profile for importing your
RAW files. Works with Lightroom 3 and Adobe Photoshop. It is not designed as a
100% replacement for colour editing but as an aid to correcting your images and
producing a faster work-flow.

This is a powerful editing tool and is designed for advanced users.
The full DNG Profile Editor guide can be downloaded using the active link below:

DNG Profile Editor guide (link)


http://www.gapalmer.co.uk/WBC/DNGProfile_EditorDocumentation.pdf

Minimum system requirements
Windows:
¢ |ntel® Pentium® 4 or AMD Athlon® 64 processor

® Microsoft® Windows Vista® with Service Pack 2 or Windows® 7
with Service Pack 1

e 2GB of RAM

¢ 1GB of available hard-disk space
e 1024x768 display

e DVD-ROM drive

Macintosh:
e Multicore Intel processor with 64-bit support

e Mac OS X v10.6.8 or v10.7

e 2GB of RAM

¢ 1GB of available hard-disk space
¢ 1024x768 display



Download and Installation

Download DNG Profile Editor 1.0.4 (updated September, 2012) under the resource
section on Adobe.com. (http://www.adobe.com/dng) or use the direct link for your
operating platform below™.

windows:
https://www.adobe.com/support/downloads/detail.jsp?ftplD=5494
mac:

https://www.adobe.com/support/downloads/detail.jsp?ftplD=5493

The DNG Profile Editor does not require installation. Simply unzip the zip file and run
the software.

* Links correct at going to file. If you have problems with the above links, go to Adode.com
and search for ‘The DNG Profile Editor’

Getting started
To use DNG Profile Editor you need to be shooting in RAW.

Set your camera to use RAW. Set-up your composition and lighting. Set your white
balance if required.

Now follow this simple guide for creating an automated work-flow and camera profile.
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1. The composition

Set-up your composition and lighting.
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2. Creating your reference file

Set you camera’s exposure and take a photograph of the colour card as flat on as
possible filling most for the frame. This photograph will be used as the reference file
for creating the camera profile using DNG Profile Editor. Once this is done you can
continue taking your photographs without the card.

To use DNG Profile Editor you need to convert your RAW file to DNG format (digital
negative). There are free converters on the web and Adobe have their own ‘DNG
Converter’, but in this guide we will show you how this is done using Photoshop.
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3. Creating a DNG file

Open your RAW reference file in Photoshop. On the left (red circle) you will see a
button ‘save image’. Select this button.
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4. Save DNG file
Save DNG file in a location easy to find.

Once this is done quit Photoshop. Photoshop will not read the new camera profile
till re-booted.
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5. Open DNG Profile Editor
Open DNG Profile Editor that you download and select the chart tab.
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6. Open DNG file
Go to File in the menu and open the reference file you saved to DNG format.
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7. Position the four coloured dots

Once you open this file you will see 4 coloured dots. Using the mouse, move these
dots to the middle of each of the corner swatches.
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8. Dot position

Dots in their correct positions.
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9. Select a colour temperature
Select a colour temperature and then select ‘create colour table’.
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8. Colour tables, curves and colour matrices

Once a colour table is created the coiours can be edited using the slider to match the

colour card or the results you require. You can also use the curves and colour matrices
for even more fine tuning.
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9. Export profile and white balance reading

Once you are happy with the results, export profile from the File menu.

DNG Profile Editor will save it in the correct folder so that your image editing program
can read it. Make a note or your new White Balance (circled here in red), you

will need this setting to simulate a photograph taken in natutal daylight.

TIP. Name your profile using your white balance setting e.g. ‘newprofile_2500_-14’
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10. Open your image and apply profile

Re-open Photoshop and open one of your main images. In the RAW editor under
Camera Profile you will now see the profile you created and saved. You can apply this
to a single image or to a batch of images in one sweep.
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11. Enter your Temperature and Tint settings

Enter your Temperature and Tint settings that you noted for DNG Profile Editor.
Save these setting. This will save your White Balance, The Camera Profile applied,
and any other changes you have made in RAW.



— = \T‘-f L

o Y
- e s | ——
iy} - . [ 144N §
m e ltI N IRGE | 5-BA 0D reaes Rar ]l AT EANES
: -'-‘.: |
O FYrEr T LL = |
] e Lamars L ambaimes
# = o Im.1 gy
- .::. e | 2907 Kerani | q;:\u EJIIIIJI.P'E"'JI.IL'!-
- - Previous Comeersian
-'i - =] £ w=ara Pdfr Custam Seitings
- __.| __._ :-: .,'_'_._. Figmy | Pealde FE3D cER =
‘& | iz = feski Agphy Freiet "
o ,1 EE ] st ¥ Coloer card_isfireg
1 ':‘..‘ X -1 I . - Colesar £ard}
—=h E = I ol wherhalance
= = | 'E!E [ = Mem writing
=5 | s [T whiditn 87 Eapoart Sastings by KMP
=] — b0 L4
bl B "
..... ne
- — Lo Setlinegs
# Srew Srtlirgn
LT e ’
Swww New Camaprs Row Dedouley
Beied Camera Eaw Defawlits =
[
Hm 0 1
T v
-

12. Batch processing
You can now batch process your images by simply going to ‘Apply Preset’
and applying the setting you saved on the previous page.
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Photography with no profile Photography with profile applied

11. Before and after profile applied
DNG Profile Editor is a powerful editing tool and is designed for advanced users.
The full DNG Profile Editor guide can be downloaded using the active link below:

DNG Profile Editor guide (link)


http://www.gapalmer.co.uk/WBC/DNGProfile_EditorDocumentation.pdf
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